
*{*.n r,;1*$j jil

H}AR$
IZSSUE *3A I

fffiE

*.-d..*

,=Y,'*-

tr+1
t ti-l

',.i; ,;'l

I
,'i:,



J.

:-=;rl-l
'O--#l
7=V:i 1

tct ti. /A irl

oc.,:rr/ :
SI": .i

fo* a
?r,Y I i-
E,, I

nb ussg l

,atc i

tn..tl
l5t FO9G
r.r d F.n

Chances are you are a iong time tan of CHIAIIOSCURO, in fact lbet you were the guy who tried to eBay
his early issues only to find out that they were counterfeit If you have any CHIAHOSCURO issues labelecl

-.tt L:.?"'ff'j':*:,::fl:;:il:,:X ffT::f'ilqi#:::il:?:fl,5i::,::X:'":I:i;J::J::l''"'
drearred up by CEO s in Denmark to cash in on my celebrity status. My celebrity status, after rny charm
and good looks. is the most important thing about rne. lam a type of deal, a scam rf you lvill. that happens
to be quite large. A big deal, as it were. Well. forget everything you thought you knew about
CHIAROSCURO becaLtse those idioms are about to be recjefined by this totally new and original zine
The only reason forthe contiguous numbering system being used is .. well. contiguity Don't believe my
lies? That's your problem. My lies are true. lssue #(3)l of CHIAROSCURO is brand new and you won't
appreciate it until SumrrerTime. But. wait, Summer's almost gone. but by the time you're reading this the
next summer is almost certainly approaching. 11 brings a warm breeze that blows through your hair until
split-ends become problem number one. You can't even have your best guy tie your hair around a bar
without breakage. Oh, in case you're wondering, that's me in the photo I uploaded my conscious mind
into the Chiaroscuro rnainframe. I now exist as pure drgilal energyl As soon as lfigure out the WEP key to
the wireless router I will connect to the internet and take it over or something You will know when I have
done this because my birth cry will be the sound of every phone on this planet ringing in unison!
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MR. CROU

Whether I go to restaurants with close friends, family/ or I'm invited to tabl-e with a party
of agreeable strangers; I l-ike to encourage everyone to sit TV-styIe. You know how peopJ-e on
sitcoms are alI ways scrunched together around three-quarters of the table so the camera can
get everyone's faces into frame? That's the v,ray I like to enjoy a meal,. I thj-nk it's just
good Mise-en-scene. You know one thing I Ilke more than eating is my writing style; it's
crazy freshl They say you have to learn the rules before you can break them, but I just
Iearned a few rules of writing and are content to unknowingly break the rest wj-th my awesome
syntax. I can tell you now with a degree of certainty that the biggest inffuence on my
writings has been that sentence in "Catcher in the Rye" where what's his face says you're not
good at writing just because you know where the commas go. I never could figure out where the
hel-l- commas go, except for when writing out lrsts, and I compensate buy placing them whenever
the mood strikes me. AIso, I consider the run-on-sentence to be avant-garde and I also use
semi-colons a Iot to spruce up my writings. Is it working, one must ask?

Another thi-ng I never really understood rs paragraphs, but this one seems to start at an
approprj,ate place. I guess I should get on to the story now. That's what readers l-ike is
story. You know what I like? I like that MeI C song "I turn to you". I was just thinking a
few mi-nutes ago that I should download it so f searched for "better off alone", but that
wasn't the song at all. Techno is so confusing. I thought about it for a while and realized I
was actuafly searching for Mef C. Now I'm downloadlng the song, but it wiII be twenty
minutes.
c&ar3€s-T-art*o'F-€h++-sLery. In the meantime, I'm gorng to lay down some narrative. I'fl- make
it first person so the transrtion from my ramblings is smoother. I Iike this girJ-, see. She
stutters sometimes when she j-s nervous. I find it very attractive, and I have even thought
about her l-ate at night or early in the morning out of the blue. She shows up here and there
around where I am sometimes; not having anythrng to do with me or anything, but I see her
sometimes and hear her stutter. She seems to onl-y stutter when she is nervous I've noticed,
Anyway, one day I v/as walkj-ng past her and I saw her from far away and, at first, I was
Iooking right at her. My vision isn't great, and she was kind of blurry, but I could tel-I it
was her. When I got closer I looked at the ground for a bit, then at something off to the
left. I was about to pass this girl when I addressed her with a friendly "Hel-lo." She half
turned, because I v/as at her seven o'clock now, and said, "H-Hi." I spent the rest of the day
relishing how she stanmered and how she was nervous because she liked me. My download of "I
turn to you" just finished, so I took a break from wrrting and smoked a bowl. I'm not a
pothead though. I only smoke weed once every few weeks (this is very important to the
narrative). Listening to this song isn't as good as when I saw it in some movie. Does anyone
remember what that movie I saw it in was? I just checked Wikipedia and couldn't find out, so
maybe it was a TV show, I don't know, but this girl wj-th the stutter was pretty awesome in my
book. She worked handing out flyers for a dance cl-ub or something on city street corners. So
one icy Frj-day I come out of work and pretend to slip on the ice near where she is handing
out flyers, only I actually hurt myself pretending to fa1l,. It took a couple of seconds for
her to notice I was rolling around on the ground because of aLl- the people on the sidewalk
bl-ocking her view, but she eventualJ-y came over and asked if I rvas OK. My back still- gets
sore in the mornings when I wake up, but whatever. I was on a break from dating at the time,
but that dj-dn't mean I was going to miss any opportunities. So I say, "Yeah, I'm OK", and get
up on my feet again. So you know, this was two days after Keith Ledger died to gi-ve you a
sense of tj-mrng if you're readi-ng thi-s way after f wrote it and some of this seems foreign
too you. f bet you're probably digitally dusting off a Sony E-Reader that you excavated from
my casket just to read this in the year 2323. Don't feel stupid. Anyway, she sees that I'm
aIJ- right and tries to hand me one of her fliers saying, "You should come to the grand
opening of Raymour & Flanigan; 5Z off sale prices and 10t off reguJ-ar prices when you use
this card." Is this subtle? I can never te11 what's subtle after I smoke weed. That's what I
was going for was subtle. I knocked the card out of her hand and sai-d, "No THANKS, BITCH." My
stepfather al-ways said you got to make an irnpression on women. It's how you make them
remember you, and if you're a jerk they wiJ-I even talk to thej-r girlfriends and spread the
word about you. In my book there are only two kinds of girls out there: the kind I like and
the kind that likes me. Oh did I teI1 you I'm writing a book now? It's about whatever I
currently feel- Iike writing. I guess it;s a lot like James JoyceSs Ulysses in that it's
pretty unreadable. It's based on mythology, the legend of Helen Keller, but it's set in
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httpr//wm,r.websj-te.com/sample*Ch4p7er.htm1. So after I knocked the fIier out of this girl's
hand she Iooks at me l-ike f'm a jerk, I hate it when girls give me attitude. The other day I
emailed charm city cakes and the receptionist replied with an insult. I hate the ace of
cakes. Hipsters should not be allowed to bakel They should stick to rolfer-derby. God I hate
grocery shopping, but I Iove having food in the house. That's just one of the many things I
could have written about. I can really write about anything I want I guess. We could share
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ffi
secrets if you promise not to te11 anyone. I'11 go frrst. I never understood why there are so
many Pumpkinhead movies. oK, that's not much of a secret, but I just looked up pumpkinhead on
wikipedia and pumpkinhead 2 stars Ami Dolenz from Miracle Beach. This girJ- klnd of fooked
Iike Ami DoJ,mets3 r prefer girl,s to l-ook lrke amr oolme{s] but they Oon't have to have blonde
hair or be short. They can be tafl and mean j-f they like, and I still might consider fucking
them. I guess what I'm saying is that I don't have a type, unless you call not-ugfy a type.
After all, I am an Adonis, and T deserve a Becky. So I helped her pick up the spilt flyers
off the ground, and we bumped heads just like in the movies. "FUCK... Jesus", I yelled at
her, and took a swig off the half-gallon of Majorca that I carried in my bag. I'm not really
sure what she said next because I'm not very good at imagining stories anymore. Even when I
cheat and Ioosefy base the fiction on the story of how my Dad and his wife meet, I still have
a hard tine thinking of what should happen j-n the story. If I had the chance f'd like to ask
a really great writer l-ike Steven King or Snerdley Leger where they get their j-deas. Latel-yf
I have an even harder time writing because alcohol is making me stupider and maybe crazy. I
wake up in the morning and can't tell- who I am anymore for a while. That's why I like going
to work; I have and identity there, but alone at home I feel 1ike, wel1... Schrodinger's cat
would be a highfaluting way to put it, Bytheway, this isn't part of the story. It,s a
personal admission from me, the author. Anyway, as I was going to the kitchen I closed the
door to my office where I type. I cooked up some sausage and an egg. The egg yoke was stilf
runny, which rs how I like my eggs as an adult. It gets aII over the plate and you can rub
the sausage in the yoke. When I came back the door was Iocked, I don't even know why I closed
it. It's just the kind of thing I do now that I'm not as smart. Sometimes I will put
refrigables j-n the cupboard and find them the next day, spoi-J-ed. The thing was that I knew I
had locked my laptop in the office unplugged. It was low on power and I hadn't saved in a
fong time. That's why this story isn't so good, because when I finally got into the office
again with a coat hanger the computer was dead and I had to recharge the computer and rewrite
the whole piece. I will- teJ-1 you though that in the original ending of this story the girl
and guy hit it off and everything was like a happy ending you often see in the movies.
Everything was great; the sex was great, the food \^/as great, the weed was great/ the cat theytoNtcALLy
bought together was great, the whole story about them ended up greatl Unfortunately, after BSWERE
the happy ending followed the epilogue where everything turned to shit and they broke up UIT EoiLt 
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''i/7: because of irreconc.il,able differences, The girl moved back into her parent ;s house and
started dating a new boyfriend, while the guy bought a ne\./ widescreen TV, but they were both
still miserable; and so was the cat. However, in thrs second rewrite they got back together
years fater when they met by chance in a grocery store isJ-e, and everything ended up great -
except for the cat. It died on its 13th birthday (but it did go to cat heaven). The end.
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", "m,N"gM,regarded zine it's music. That's probably r,ihy nobody has ever listened to Chiaroscuro's streaming internet radio station,

WTNOY. Nevertheless, the staff has been paying $16 monthly in server lees to broadcast all the SPR3 songs ever made,
along with podcasts, and a few songs submitted by other bands to a nonexistent audience. I hope that in a couple
hundred years when our internet signal finally reaches the Delta quadrant, the starship Voyager might happen to pick up
the station and 7-of-9 will masturbate while listing to "Ode to Tony". ln the meantime will someone please grabble up
some of this costly bandwidth by tuning into WTNOY? lf you just can't stand listening to WTNOY will you at least put it on
belore you leave the house to torture your pets and grandma. Also, if you are reading this zine there is a very good
chance you make shitty music. Since nobody wants to listen to your songs anyway, why don't you consider putting them
on WTNOY . Feel free to send us your recordings and we might add them to the rotation;then you can listen to the station
for the same reason we do - to hear yoursell on the radro. www.chiaroscurozine.info will tell you how to listen to WTNOY,
and you may email chiaroscurozine@hotmil.com if you just need to talk to someone about all this. ./
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